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INTERNATIO NAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
I L Basis of the report 

1 1. With regaid to the elements of the international application:* 
I I the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages J g 

pages 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2003/013316 



, as originally filed 



filed with the letter of 



filed with the demand 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 
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, as originally filed 



^ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 
» filed with the demand 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



. , filed with the letter of 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



peseelementswereavailableorfurnishedtothisAuthorityintheTlfoS^ __which«s- 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

^'siT'^' ^""'^ ^' ^""^ °^ international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

h pTetinSrlxLiir^°S^eS"oi;?^„rJ^ -^'P^-^on, the international 

n contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
fiimished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

SLSrarai^Sti^n^asllSL^^^^^^^ ^"^^ "^^'"^ ^ ^^-^ ^ the 

J^SS."'* """P"*^-" ^ to written sequence listing has 
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The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 

**A,V'^Plocement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement luu^^nai appucaDiuiy, 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-12 



1-12 



1-12 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 

NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

1. Dl (DE 87 08 238 U) is considered the prior art 



closest to the subject matter of claim 1 
discloses a 



Dl 



vacuum cleaner with a housing and a resilient 
biamper strip which has two longitudinal sides, 
is disposed at least partially on the periphery 
of the housing and is held by the first 
longitudinal side on the housing and of which 
the second longitudinal side, in an untensioned 
state, projects from the outer surface of the 
housing. 

The problem of interest can be considered that of 
producing a vacuvim cleaner which has a biimper strip 
of this type and of which the elasticity can be 
defined without substantially influencing the outer 
appearance of the vacuiam cleaner. 

This problem is solved in that the housing has a 
retaining element which holds the second 
longitudinal side of the bumper strip against the 
housing under resilient pretension. 
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PCT/EP 03/13316 



Claims 2 to 12 are dependent on claim 1 and hence 
likewise meet the PCT novelty and inventive step 
requirements. 



Contrary to the requirements of PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii) , 
the description did not cite Dl or the relevant 
prior art contained therein. 
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